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|) or Truth-expounding Treatise. This Gunaprabha,
Yuang-chuang tells us, from being a very clever boy had grown
up to be a man of great intellectual abilities, and of wide and
varied learning. He had at first been a student of the Maha-
yana system, but before he had thoroughly comprehended the
abstruse mysteries of that system, he was converted to the Hina-
yana by the perusal of a Yaibhasha treatise. After this he com-
posed several tens of treatises in refutation of the Mahayana
principles, and in defence of the Hinayana tenets. He was also
the author of some scores (several tens and more) of secular
books: he set aside as wrong the standard treatises of his pre-
decessors. But in his comprehensive study of the Buddhist
canonical scriptures Gunaprabha had experienced difficulties on
above ten points, and of these his prolonged application did not
bring any solution. Now among his contemporaries was an ar-
hat named Devasena, who was in the habit of visiting the Tushita
Paradise. This Devasena, by his supernatural powers, on one
occasion took Gunaprabha, at the request of the latter, up to the
Tushita Paradise to have an interview with Maitreya Bodhisattva,
and obtain from the Bodhisattva the solution of his spiritual
difficulties. But when presented to Maitreya Gunaprabha was
too proud and conceited to give the Bodhisattva his due reve-
rence, and accordingly Maitreya would not solve his difficulties.
As Gunaprabha remained stubborn in his self-conceit even after
one or two unsuccessful visits, and as he would not be guided
by the counsels of Devasena, the latter refused to take him any
more into Maitreya's presence. Hereupon Gunaprabha in angry
disgust went into solitude in a forest, practised the "Penetration-
developing samadhi", but, not having put away pride, he was
unable to attain arhatship.

The Tushita Paradise, as is well known, is the Heaven
in which the Bodhisattva Maitreya sojourns between his
last incarnation on earth and his future advent as Buddha.
The Sastra-master Gunaprabha in this passage considers
himself, as a fully ordained Buddhist bhikshu, to be^ supe-
rior to the Bodhisattva who was enjoying the pleasures
of a prolonged residence in Paradise; and accordingly
Gunaprabha persists in his refusal to show to Maitreya
the reverence due to a great Bodhisattva, and conse-
quently fails in his career.

The last clause in the above passage is given according
to the correction of the Ming editors. This makes the